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Background: Cervical cancer is a serious public health problem
in South Africa. Even though the screening is free in health facilities
in South Africa, the Pap smear uptake is very low. In this study we
investigate the knowledge andbeliefs of university female students
in South Africa.
Methods & Materials: A cross sectional study was conducted
amonguniversitywomen inSouthAfrica to elicit informationabout
knowledge and beliefs, and screening history.
Results: A total of 440 students with an average age of 20.39
years (SD=1.71 years) completed the questionnaire. Regarding
cervical cancer, 55.2% (n=243) ever heard about it. Results indi-
cated that only 15% (22/147) of the students who ever had sex
and heard about cervical cancer had done the Pap test. Pearson
correlation analysis showed that cervical cancer knowledge had a
signiﬁcantly negative relationship with barriers to cervical cancer
screening. Susceptibility and seriousness score were signiﬁcantly
moderately correlated with beneﬁt and motivation score as well
as barrier score. Self-efﬁcacy score had also a moderate correlation
with beneﬁt and motivation score. Students having had a Pap test
had signiﬁcantly lower score in barriers to be screened compared
to students who did not have a Pap test.
Conclusion: Educated women in South Africa lack information
on cervical cancer. Students having had a Pap test had signiﬁcantly
lower barriers to cervical cancer screening than those students not
having had a Pap test. Therefore, information campaigns on cer-
vical cancer and addressing barriers to be screened, should be the
priority in South African health policy on cervical cancer screening.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ijid.2014.03.1295
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Background: The relationship between sexual risk behaviors
and the acquisition of sexually transmitted diseases (STD) in
Dominican men who have sex with men (MSM) has not been
well studied. The objectives of this cross-sectional study were to
investigate the sexual practices and behaviors associated with STD
infection and to estimate the point prevalence of themost common
STD in a cohort of MSM in the Province of La Romana, Dominican
Republic.
Methods & Materials: Eligible subjects participated in an
extensive interviewassessing sociodemographic factors, substance
abuse, sexual risk and healthcare seeking behaviors. Participants
were tested for HIV, hepatitis B virus, hepatitis C virus, herpes sim-
plex virus type 2 (HSV-2), and syphilis. All participants received
pre- and post-test counseling, and those who tested positive for an
STDwereoffered treatmentand linked tocare.Descriptive statistics
were generated and prevalence rates were calculated. Multivariate
analysis was performed to investigate factors associated with STD
prevalence.
Results: 104 men participated in the study. Median age was
22 years (range 18-65) and median level of formal education was
10th grade. 55% identiﬁed as gay, bisexual or transgender while
11% reported being heterosexual or had no speciﬁc identity. 20%
identiﬁed as “bugarrones”, a term used to describe heterosexual
men who engage in sex with other men for money. 33% had con-
sumed illicit drugs during the past year and 22% regularly used
sexual stimulants during intercourse. Only 42% reported using a
condom in every sexual encounter. The prevalence of STD was 38%
for HSV-2; 5% for HIV; and 13% for Syphilis. There were no cases
of hepatitis B or C. The main outcome of interest was the detection
of any STD by serology. Factors associated with the outcome were:
age >22 years (OR=9.1, 95% CI 3.1-26.6), receptive anal intercourse
(OR=3.2, 95% CI 1.1-9.5) and having more than 2 sexual partners
during the preceding month (OR=4.3, 95% CI 1.2-15.3).
Conclusion: The seroprevalence of STD among MSM in La
Romana is high. High-risk behaviors and sex work were common
in the population studied. Prospective testing of harm reduction
interventions and strategies to bring these men to care is needed.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ijid.2014.03.1296
